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The idea to organise a CICIND Meeting in St. Petersburg was 
for the first time expressed by Alexander Elshin, our Russian 
CICIND member at the occasion of his visit to the Secretary at 
his home in Germany in February 2009.  

Alexander is member since 1998 and operates his own com-
pany in Russia. He is specialized to install and coat advertise-
ments to high circular structures like cooling towers, chimneys 
and buildings the like. When he informed the secretary, that he 
offers to sponsor a meeting in his hometown St. Petersburg, 
the secretary in turn informed the Governing Body and got the 
approval for a meeting in the “Venice of the North” after two 
meeting in Russia, both in Moscow, in 1992 and in 2005. 

The two years between the first idea and the effective meeting 
were filled with many discussions between Alexander and the 
Secretary about the optimum organisation and to find the best 
ones among the many options for such a meeting, especially 
the social programs and the excursions. At an early stage I got 
in touch with Marina Ermolaeva, a highly skilled Russian 
Historian, living in St. Petersburg and well experienced in 
handling groups as CICIND is one.   

Also our Russian member Sergey Sushchev, organiser of our 
2005 Moscow meeting was very helpful, especially in finding 
Russian members to sponsor parts of the conference: We were 
lucky, because Sergey was very successful and we all profited 
from the Russian hospitality: There was always enough vodka 
available in the evenings. 

At a first realistic estimate we reserved 40 rooms in the Court-
yard Marriott Hotel which we selected already early as the 
conference venue. At the end we needed 138 rooms. This 75th 
CICIND Technical Conference was the biggest ever held. 

In addition to the 105 meeting attendees, 41 ladies enjoyed the 
meeting.  

The Conference in St. Petersburg 

Our Sponsor Alexander Elshin with his son Anton  

Our Russian Sponsors with the Secretary 

The Auditorium during the presentations 

Silent attendees to our Conference: Chimneys  
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The Welcome Drink 

The conference started with a Welcome of the CICIND Presi-
dent, Gary Eastman followed by notices of the Secretary. He 
welcomed especially seven of the eleven new members in 
CICIND which had joined in the first four months. New mem-
bers from Kazakhstan, from Lithuania, from Bosnia and Her-
zegovina show the international importance of our Chimney 
association. The Secretary expressed his thanks to the sponsors 
for the splendid organization and support of the conference. 

Two Chimney girl friends  

Three Chimney friends 

One Chimney friend with his Chimney girl friends 

Marina translates the President’s Speech into Russian  

The Attendees enjoy the Welcome Drink: All feel as friends  

With special pleasure he welcomed Hermann Bottenbruch, one 
of the founders of CICIND and President of CICIND for 9 
years in the early days of the association. 
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The Technical Meeting 

The technical part of the conference started with a presen-
tation of Hermann Hoffmeister about Design Limits of 
FRP/GRP chimney liners. With our expert member 
Gottfried Nonhoff they had put together interesting as-
pects of the use of these materials.  

The next speaker was Darren Smith who gave an interest-
ing report about Liner Support Structure Repair in a 200 m 
high Concrete Chimney. 

Hermann Bottenbruch gave a report about the Second 
International Conference on Solar Chimney Power Tech-
nology held in Bochum, Germany in September 2010. He 
emphasizes the economical and technical efficiency of 
these up to 1500 m high structures. 

The next two speakers Ali Vasallo from Spain and 
Mathias Clobes from Germany reported about their results 
of the two Research Projects which they were awarded in 
2010 by CICIND. Ali Vasallo introduced his results on 
“Interference Effects between two Concrete Chimneys.” 
Mathias Clobes informed about his findings on 
“Interference Effects of Power Houses on Slender Steel 
Chimneys.” 

Marek Lechman introduced a Calculation Method for 
Thermal Actions. After lunch Francisco Sanchez-Velez 
demonstrated a re-design of a Power Station Chimney 
suitable for FGD Operation.  

This was followed by our three members who are active in 
the field of Elevators and Hoists in Chimneys: Dirk 
Fricke, Germany, Jan Kraft, Czech Republic and Daniel 
Bueltman from Germany. They introduced their methods 
and equipments to transport personnel and material in 
chimneys and cooling towers.  

Albert de Krej reported about the modification of a 200 m 
high Concrete Chimney for wet operation using Borosili-
cate material.  

 

The Speakers 

Ali Vasallo 

Hermann Bottenbruch 

The Speakers 

Francisco Sanchez-Velez 

Marek Lechman 

Mathias Clobes Hermann Hoffmeister 

Jan Kraft Dirk Fricke Daniel Bueltmann Albert de Krei j 



8 

CICIND REPORT Vol. 27, No. 2 

Henk van Koten demonstrated the efficiency of dampers 
for harmonic or random loadings to steel chimneys.  

Bohuslav Mrozek showed an interesting video about his 
method to dismantle chimneys. In this case it was demon-
strated on hand of a 300 m high concrete chimney.  

This day ended with an interesting presentation by Hans 
Ruscheweyh about a method how to avoid temperature 
strands in chimneys.  

The second day was mainly reserved for the presentation 
of papers of our Russian members.  

This separation was made due to practical aspects in con-
junction with the  simultaneous translations of the pre-
sented papers.  

Grigory Belyy reported about the influence of defects and 
damages on the load-carrying capacity of chimneys.  

He demonstrated his presentation with impressive pictures 
from chimneys under the special climatic loads in Russia 
especially in winter time.  

Dimitriy Eremchuk spoke about some specifics of techni-
cal appraisal of Concrete Chimneys in Russia.  

Andrey Liholetov and Timothy Tsepilov reported together 
with Valery Syryh about Design practice for industrial 
chimneys in various climatic areas of Russia. 

An interesting presentation was given by Sergey Sushchev 
who introduced a new version of the diagnostic set 
“Scanliner” for chimney liner checking. His presentation 
was supported by impressive photos produced during 
chimney operation. 

Alexey Bayroshevsky showed several methods how to 
dismantle old chimneys either from bricks or from con-
crete. 

The last paper of the conference was given by Vladimir 
Luzhkov who spoke about the various aspects of design 
and construction of FRP chimneys for Power Stations.  

 

The Speakers 

Grigoriy Belyy 

Henk van Koten 

The Speakers 

Sergey Sushchev 

Dimitriy Eremchuk  

Andrey Liholetov  

Bohuslav Mrozek  

Alexey Bayroshevskiy Vladimir Luzhkov Timothy Tsepilov 

Hans Rusheweyh 
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walked around this fort and all of us were lucky with the sunny 
pretty warm weather. 

This fortress was established by Peter the Great in May 1703 
on the small Hare Island at the north bank of the Neva River, 
built at the peak level of the Northern War in order to protect 
the projected capital from a Swedish counterattack.  

Ladies Tour in St. Petersburg. 

After the introduction of the Historian speaker Mrs. Marina, 
our excellent guide during our stay in St. Petersburg, we 
started the city tour by bus at around 10.00h on Thursday 
morning 12th May 2011. 

Waiter with a „Handful“ of Vodka for the dessert of the Ladies This Drink tastes well 

This Drink tastes even better We drink Water 

This tour took us to St. Petersburg’s most famous sites: the neo
-classical splendour of St.Isaac's Cathedral, the Palace Square 
and the Winter Palace, the main Street called Nevski Prospect 
with the view to the church of Savion on the Spilt Blood, the 
Admiralty and many other interesting streets, buildings, canals 
and rivers. 

Then we visited the Peter and Paul Fortress and the Cathedral 
– the burial vault of Romanovs`family. For one hour we 

The Ladies at their Tour; Who is the person on the left edge? 

The fort served as a base for the city garrison and also as a 
prison for high ranking or political prisoners. The first person 
to escape from the Schluesselburg fortress prison was the anar-
chist Price Peter Kropotkin in 1876. Other people that had 
been arrested here in the “Russian Bastille” were Fyodor 
Dostoevsky and many revolutionists. 

For lunch we enjoyed a typical Russian meal with a special 
vodka offered “from the house”. The food  was excellent. 
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The Dinner 

The traditional CICIND Dinner took place in the Restaurant 
TROIKA, which dates from the beginning of the 17th Century. 
Here  one can have a typical Russian Dinner in a good atmos-
phere you can enjoy authentic Russian cuisine and simultane-
ously to get insight into Russia, at least for one evening. 

Troika is located in the historical center of St. Petersburg at the 
intersection of two famous streets (in Russian called pros-
pects):Zagorodny and Dzhambul. Our large group was distrib-
uted in the main hall of the ground floor and the balcony, 
mainly “occupied” by our Russian guests. 

Besides the excellent Russian 
food, the entertainment was the 
exiting item of this evening. 

The first act consists of Rus-
sian folk songs and dances in 
modern arrangement. Colorful 
costumes and tastefully staged 
light effects gave the atmos-
phere of an international folk 

festival. Despite its new look, the character of the house re-
mained true to its traditional  Russian design and architecture.  

Fun with Vodka  

Our new Members from Lithuania  

Our Russian Members: Grigoriy Belyy and Dimitri Eremchuk  

The German Corner in Troika  

Marika Angelides with Alison and Darren Smith  

Arie and Agnes van Buren  

The Doorman of Troika 
welcomes the Secretary 
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John McCrickard  Liliana Naum  Brasilian Guest: Marileuza  Brasilian Guest: Rosangela  

Heinz Koch, his daughter Michelle and Gilles Oudin The Russian Table  

Sponsor of our Meeting: Sergey Sushchev with his ladies  
The Adriano Family: Sponsors for the  

Dr. Bottenbruch with the Angelides Family  Tamer and Günel Tunca: Sponsor of the next Spring Meeting  
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Slavomira Reiter and Jan Kraft  Michael Wolfsteiner and Bruce Luke enjoy the Dinner  

Manfred Wenisch Sylvie Mrozek 

Lets make 50 : 50: Hermann Hoffmeister and Martin Atkins  From Ukraine: Vyacheslav Gonchar and Leonid Avramkov  

Laurentiu Naum  Alexander Khodko 

Sponsoring the Meeting: Yuri Sapov with his Vera  The Secretary with his wife among Russian friends 
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Visit of the Hermitage Museum 

In the afternoon a 2-hours guided excursion to the largest mu-
seum of Russia and one of the richest museums of the world - 
The Hermitage Museum - to finalize the excellent introduction 
to St. Petersburg had been organised. 

The Hermitage Museum - Russia's best gallery of world art, 
one of the most prominent art museums in the world and defi-
nitely the main tourist attraction of St.Petersburg. Nowadays, 
the Hermitage has about 2.7 million exhibits and displays a 
full range of world art from Ancient Egypt to early 20th cen-
tury Europe. It includes works by Leonardo da Vinci, Michel-
angelo, Raphael, Tizian, unique collections of Rembrandt, 
Rubens, French Impressionists. The collection is huge and 
very exciting.  

Our recommendation: Do it by yourself! As our President 
Gary Eastman with his wife Lynn and Hermann Hoffmeister 
did the day before for almost 6 hours. Congratulations! 

We thank very much our three excellently skilled ladies: Lena, 
Svetlana and Irina for their knowledge and well organised  
guidance. 

Inside the Hermitage Museum  

Some of our Members visited the Swansea Ballet in the Theater  

It had been calculated that each group just had  to spend only 
one minute in front of each exhibit in order to have the oppor-
tunity to see at least all the great masterpieces, to see every-
thing you will have to stay in the Hermitage for 11 years,. 

That´s the reason why we all were “running” through the mu-
seum! 

Outside View of the Hermitage Museum 

One of the more than 100.000 Exhibits 
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The Saturday Excursion 

It is a tradition within CICND that on the Saturday following 
the Conference those attendees who have not yet left already 
undertake a full day sightseeing tour. At this meeting we had a 
program divided into two different sections. 

In the morning we took a bus to the famous Palace of Peterhof.  

After lunch we went back to St. Petersburg and had a wonder-
ful boat trip at the channels and rivers of the city.  
The sunny weather, the spectacular views and our friendly 
guides made this day unforgettable. 

The Peterhof Palace originally named Peterhof, for "Peter's 
Court" is actually a series of palaces and gardens, laid out on 
the orders of Peter the Great. These Palaces and gardens are 
sometimes referred as the "Russian Versailles". The palace- 

along with the city centre is recognized as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. 

The dominant natural feature of Peterhof is a sixteen-meter-
high bluff lying less than a hundred meters from the shore. The 
so-called Lower Gardens at 1.02 km² comprising the better 
part of Peterhof's land area, are confined between this bluff 
and the shore. The majority of Peterhof's fountains are con-
tained here, as are several small palaces and outbuildings. East 
of the Lower Gardens lies the Alexandria Park with 19th-
century Gothic Revival structures such as the Kapella. 

Atop the bluff, near the middle of the Lower Gardens, stands 
the Grand Palace. Behind of it are the comparatively small 

The CICIND Group in front of the Peterhof Palace 

The Scottish Members: Hoists for the Edinburgh Meeting: 
Helen and Colin McCurdy with their daughter Morgan and 

Alison and Darren Smith 

New member from Kazakhstan:  
Andrey Volkov with Partner in Peterhof  
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Upper Gardens. Upon the bluff's face below the Palace is the 
Grand Cascade. This and the Grand Palace are the centerpiece 
of the entire complex. At its foot begins the Sea Channel, one 
of the most extensive waterworks of the Baroque period, 
which bisects the Lower Gardens. 

The largest of Peterhof's palaces looks truly imposing when 
seen from the Lower or Upper Gardens, but in fact it is quite 
narrow and not overly large. Of its approximately thirty rooms, 
several deserve mention. 

The Chesma Hall is decorated with twelve large paintings of 
the Battle of Chesma, a stunning naval victory of the Russo-
Turkish War, 1768-1774. These were painted between 1771 
and 1773 by the German artist Jacob Philipp Hackert. His first 
renderings of the great battle scenes were criticized by wit-
nesses as not showing realistically the effect of exploding 
ships — the flying timbers, great flames, smoke, and fireballs. 
Catherine II assisted the artist by exploding a frigate in the 
harbor of Livorno, Italy, for the benefit of Hackert, who had 
never seen a naval battle first-hand. Hackert also did not re-
search the actual positions of the Russian and Turkish forces 
during the battle, so the scenes depicted are somewhat fanciful, 
but do effectively convey drama and destruction of naval war-
fare. 

The East and West Chinese Cabinets were decorated between 
1766 and 1769 to exhibit objects of decorative art imported 
from the East. The walls were decorated with imitation Orien-
tal patterns by Russian craftsmen, and hung with Chinese land-
scape paintings in yellow and black lacquer. 

Another room, positioned at the centre of the palace, bears the 
name of the Picture Hall. Its walls are almost entirely covered 
by a series of 368 paintings, mostly of variously dressed 
women, differing in appearance and even age, yet most were 
drawn from a single model. These were purchased in 1764 
from the widow of the Italian artist P. Rotari, who died in St. 
Petersburg. 

Brigitte and Klaus share one bottle of water  

Danish Vikings Grethe and Peder Andersen  
in their element: On Water!  

Sailing home on the Rivers and Channels of St. Petersburg  

Water, Sun, St. Petersburg:  
Enough to be happy for Ulrike and Dirk Fricke  

Relaxing Lunch after a Walk through Peterhof Garden 


