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CICIND had organized a conference in KIEV, Capital of 
Ukraine. How was this possible and why was this country 
chosen? The story is as simple as short: The autumn confer-
ence in 2012 was originally scheduled to be held in Warsaw, 
Poland, upon an invitation of the University of the Polish 
Capital. Due to internal “academic problems” the invitation 
was cancelled just at the moment when we had our 2011 con-
ference in St. Petersburg in Russia. In the moment when the 
cancellation was announced, I had a conversation with our 
Ukrainian member, Leonid Avramkov. Quick-witted I asked 
him whether Ukraine, the neighboring country of Poland, 
could organize such an event. The answer was prompt: YES; 
we can. This was the birth of the KIEV conference, to which 
our President had readily agreed. 

Ukraine became independent when the Soviet Union dissolved 
in 1991. This dissolution started a period of transition to a 
market economy, in which Ukraine was stricken with an eight-
year recession. Since then, however, the economy has experi-
enced a high increase in GDP growth. Ukraine was caught up 
in the worldwide economic crisis in 2008 and the economy 
plunged. GDP fell 20% from spring 2008 to spring 2009, and 
then leveled off to the worst years of economic depression 
during the early 1990s. However, the country remains a glob-
ally important market and is the world's third largest grain 
exporter. 

The country is home to 46 million people, 78 percent of whom 
are ethnic Ukrainians, with minorities of 17% of Russians 
Belarusians and Romanians. Ukrainian is the official language 
of Ukraine. Russian is also widely spoken. Ukraine continues 
to maintain the second largest country in Europe, after that of 
Russia. 

The Kiev Conference in September 2012 

The Welcome Drink 

The Welcome Drink is CICIND’s proven standard event to 
start a Conference. When all meeting attendees have arrived, 
checked in at the Conference Hotel and are relaxed from the 
stresses and strains of their travel, then it is time to meet old 
friends, colleagues or even friendly competitors at the Wel-
come Reception. 

Gary Eastman with Leonid Avramkov, Sponsor in Kiev 

Tasty Ukrainian Specialties served by Leonid Avramkov  

President Eastman welcomes the Conference Attendees  

Leonid Avramkov at his Welcome Speech  
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The drinks are normally sponsored by a local CICIND mem-
ber: In case of the KIEV Conference this was Leonid Avram-
kov from Spetsvisotmontazh, a local Ukrainian company es-
tablished in Kiev. Leonid has sponsored not only the local 
Ukrainian drinks such as Wine and Vodka but served also a 
variety of typical Ukrainian tasty food. Leonid was supported 
by his partner Olga with her daughter Elena. These three per-
sons formed a complete team showing the Ukrainian hospital-
ity to the more than 70 guests at his meeting. 

Conference Attendees listen to Leonid‘s Welcome Speach 

Nasterowje: Alexander Elshin, Gary Eastman  
and Alexey Bayrochevsky  

Two old (big) friends since many years: Klaus and Alexander  

Elena and Olga are honored with flower bouquets  
for their activities in preparing the Conference  

Lynn Eastman with Helen and Colin McCurdy  

Günel Tunca, Katerina Jezkova, Valentina Suslonova, 
Valentina Khodko and Brigitte Kaemmer 

A Ukrainian guest: Professor Alla  
with local presents for Brigitte Kaemmer  
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Tamer Tunca, Alexey Bayrochevski and Alexander Volkov 
with Irina Bayrochevski in the foreground  

Elena Dereviankin, Günel Tunca and Olga Korval,  
partner of our host Leonid Avramko  

Happy Corner at the Welcome Drink 

Ignasi Salvador, our two Brazilians: Oracides and Marielen Adriano, Günel Tuca, Irina Bayrochevski and Klaus Kaemmer  

Two old friends meet: Klaus Kaemmer and Tamer Tunca  



8 

CICIND REPORT Vol. 29, No. 1 

The Technical Meeting  

On Friday morning 21st September 2012, our President 
opened the Technical Session of our Conference. He 
welcomed 72 meeting attendees including eight ladies 
and twelve speakers. In the first presentation, Mykola 
Riabchuk, a Ukrainian Historian, informed us about the 
interesting History of his country and the capital, Kiev 
(see his detailed Report in this Magazine). The ladies 
attended this presentation. They left for their tour after 
Mykola had finished. 

The Technical part of the Conference started with a 
presentation by our Polish member, Marek Lechman 
from The Building Research Institute of Warszaw. His 
theme was the “Maintenance of Cooling Towers that 
had been in service for more than 30 years”. Methods 
and materials were described in detail as well as quality 
assurance items. 

His paper was followed by the presentation of Gary 
Eastman from Bierrum International Ltd. In which he 
introduced Repair and Maintenance Methods of Cool-
ing Towers in the UK.  

Gary described the methodology that was used to 
strengthen the this shell of a 50 year old natural draft 
cooling tower using carbon fibre sheets. He told us 
about some of the advantages and drawbacks to this 
method of strengthening. 

The Cooling Tower Session was completed by a pres-
entation of Pavel Noakowski from Beroa Germany. He 
reported about the Construction of the Belchatow Cool-
ing Tower. This project was carried out by Beroa Ger-
many, Bierrum Ltd. and Beroa Poland. The 180m high 
tower with base and top diameters of 108,6m respec-
tively 73,4m was an impressive building constructed 
under not always easy conditions. 

Leonid Avramkov, the host of the Conference who had 
invited 15 employees of his company, Spetsvisotmon-
tazh, spoke about the general problems of construction 
companies in the Ukraine. Not only is safety in chim-
ney construction a problem but also a lack of adjust-
ments to proven international regulations are the reason 
for daily difficulties in works especially in chimney 
and tower construction. His animated presentation was 
well received by the meeting attendees.  

Our Russian member, Alexey Bayrochevsky, from  
Barometr in Russia gave an overview of typical acci-
dents which can occur in chimney construction in his 
country. He showed methods on how to prevent inju-
ries and accidents in this special field of construction 
works.  

The Speakers The Speakers 

Leonid Avramkov  Stefanie Römhild 

Michael Angelides Gary Eastman 

Pavel Noakowski Andrey Likholetov 

Albert De Kreij Marek Lechman 
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Klaus Theobald from CRS in Germany reported about the 
installation of a Brick Lining in a Quench Tower of a Coke 
Plant. Although not directly related to chimney technology, 
this interesting paper showed excellent ways of performing 
work in a vessel, applicable also in the chimney industry. 

Our Guest Speaker, Stefanie Roemhild, reported about the 
handling of corrosive flue gases. Her case was the flue gas 
condensing unit of a combined heat and power plant in Stock-
holm, Sweden, which was upgraded and new flue gas ducts 
and a stack were built. The plant uses coal and renewable re-
sources for the production of electricity and heat. In the flue 
gas condensation unit additional energy is recovered. To han-
dle the corrosive environment of the flue gases, stainless steel 
EN 1.4462 was chosen as the construction material. However, 
after only 5000 h in service, the ducts and the stack were at-
tacked by pitting and crevice corrosion. It was decided to in-
stall FRP ducts and an FRP stack to handle the corrosive envi-
ronment. 

Albert De Kreij reported about the installation of his Borosili-
cate product in the chimney of Rybnik coal fired power sta-
tion in the South of Poland. In this project the EDF Polska 
Power Station, two wet FGD plants were installed. In the 
original installation a sprayable organic vinyl ester coating 
system was applied to the inside surface of the steel flues.  

When operating the FGD it became obvious that the coating 
system was not functioning well 

The owner EDF Polska decided to protect the chimney flues 
by installing the Pennguard Block Lining System onto the 
corroded steel flue surface whilst leaving the old coating sys-
tem in place. 

Michael Angelides from AMTE Greece examined the particu-
larities associated with large diameter steel chimneys as are 
being requested in combined cycle power plants. These ducts 
take the exhaust gases from the boiler to the exhaust stacks and 
have diameters in the order of 7 meters. Michael gave special 
emphasis on the impact on design with reference to the major 
steel chimney design codes which give very different results 
for these large diameter flues. 

Our Russian members Valery Syrykh, Timofey Tsepilov, An-
drey Likholetov from the Engineering center Teplostroy gave a 
report about the reconstruction of Emergency chimneys. Their 
report included the effects of the Russian Federation Program 
on Harmonizing the Russian and European Systems of Regula-
tory Documentation in Construction. The Program covers a 
period up to December 2014. Its main goal is the development 
of national standards and/or codes with due consideration of 
European standards in the field of construction.  

Darren Smith from Zenith gave a paper about the installation 
of a new flare stack on an oil rig. 

As suitable cranage was not available, he described the meth-
ods his company employed to successfully rig an access sys-
tem, remove the old tip and install the new equipment in a safe 
and well engineered manner 

Our researcher Antonin Lorenzana spoke about the CICIND 
Research Project: “Simulation of Interference Effects for 
Inline Chimneys and Validation using Rugeley Experimental 
data”. He presented the final findings of the experiments. Dur-
ing the three last CICIND Reports intermediate results had 
been presented and a final summarizing Research Report is 
expected in the near future. 

Alexey Bayrochevski Klaus Theobalt Darren Smith Antolín Lorenzana 

The Auditorium, listening to the Speakers during the 
technical part of the Conference. The boxes of the 

simultaneous translators in the background. 
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The complete „Lady Club“ of KIEV at Lunch in the Restaurant Pervak: Mariela Adriano, Helen McCurdy, Lynn Eastman, 
Katerina Jezkova, Brigitte Kaemmer, Sandra van Adrichem, Günel Tunca, Martina Stahl 

In front of the St. Sophia Cathedral  

The Ladies in front of the Golden Gate  

Ladies Tour 

On Friday morning at 10.00am, eight ladies started a guided 
walking tour. This excursion introduced the “Ancient and 
modern Kiev” and covered some of the most famous places in 
Kiev. Nearby our hotel we passed by the monument Zoloti 
Vorota (literally: the Golden Gates) which is a major landmark 
of the Ancient Kiev and historic gateway in the ancient city 
fortress. Currently it serves as a museum as well as exposition 
halls. The modern history states that this gateway was one of 
three constructed by Yaroslav the Wise. The golden gates were 
constructed in 1017-1024 about the time when the Saint 
Sophia Cathedral was erected. Our walk took us further to St. 
Sophiyska Square with many wooden monuments and the St. 
Sophia Cathedral, one of the greatest relics of the Christian 
world.  

We followed our guide to Mychaylovska Square, St. An-
drew’Cathedral and finally Kontraktova Square. We learnt 
many new and interesting facts about the political life of an-
cient Kiev, the personal life of the princes of Kiev, the pagan 
ages of Kiev, about Kiev as the center of the spiritual life of 
the country and about the economic and commercial compo-
nents of Kiev.  A short visit to a Ukrainian museum showed us 
many International Art Works, like porcelain, paintings and 
other local specialities. We had our lunch at the Restaurant 
Pervak with typical Ukrainian cuisine. This highly-rated res-
taurant with seven distinct dining areas, each individually 
decorated with features ranging from roaring fireplaces and 
balconies to stone sculptures and coats of arms, evoke a cere-
monious atmosphere. We very much enjoyed the excellent 
food and drinks after our impressive 3-hours walk and finally 
returned by bus to the hotel.  

Brigitte Kaemmer 
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Leonid, Olga, Vitas and Klaus 

Official Dinner in KURENI 

The official CICIND Dinner was organized in the Restaurant 
KURENI, near the Dnepr river, not far from the town center. 
Kureni is one of the oldest Kyiv restaurants, which survived 
several reconstructions and renovations. The restaurant takes 
its name from “Kurin’”, a traditional elongated house of the 
Cossacks. Apart from the main building with dining halls and 
an open terrace, it has a number of summer houses scattered all 
over the restaurant’s grounds that resemble Cossacks’ 
“kureni”.  We had our dinner in the main house. 

The cuisine of KURENI is perfect in every way, be that snacks 
or appetizers, salads, soups or main course. Special butters -
smalets (kind of Ukrainian lard), herring and cottage cheese 
with greens – are served, with warm homemade bread. 

We had, among others, homemade salting (pickles) - this tradi-
tional Ukrainian appetizer (and good vodka accompaniment) 
tastes delicious here. They cook vareniki - Ukrainian specialty 
- a “must” to try them. Khachapuri, although not a typical 
Ukrainian meal, is also very good in Kureni. With a good se-
lection of soups on the menu, we also had the traditional 
Ukrainian borshch. All tasted very good, especially with the 
Ukrainian Music performed by three singers, mother and 
daughter and one man, accompanied by an accordion player. 

The Dinner in Restaurant Kureni 

VoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVol.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l. 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 29,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9, N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N No.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

One more „Welcome Drink  
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The Ukrainian Singing Family Spanish Love in Denmark: 
Ignasi  and Maria Salvador 

Nice welcome in Kureni Restaurant 

Sutch a preety couple Why is a daughter prettier than her mother 

Honi soit qui mal y pense: Elena and Ignasi 
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Isn´t it nice to be President 
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Alexey Bayrochevski with his lovely daughter Irina Our members from Brazil: Oracides and Mariela Adriano,  
host of the RIO conference Spring 2013  

The President of the “Chimney Republic”:  
Gary Eastman with Albert De Kreij 

Our Russian  friends from Chelyabinsk in Siberia:  
Andrey Likholetov, Valerii Syrykh, Timofey Tsepilov  

Our new member Daher Hilf from Israel with  
Johnny McCrickard from Thailand 

Brigitte Kaemmer listens to Pawel Noakowski‘s Stories 

Alexander Khodko surrounded by  
Valentina and Alexander Suslonov 

Martina and Heiner Stahl look happy and relaxed 
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The Saturday Excursion 

The traditional full day excursion on Saturday after the Tech-
nical Presentations gave us an overview over the greater 
KIEV. We started with a visit to St. Volodymyr's Cathedral. 
This is one of Kiev's major landmarks and is considered as the 
"Mother Cathedral" of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. It is 
the cathedral's colorful interior that particularly strikes the eye. 
Mosaics were created by masters from Venice. Frescoes were 
the work of three outstanding Russian painters of the day: 
Vasnetsov, Vrubel, and Nesterov. Iconostasis is carved from 
the white marble brought from Carrara in Italy. The construc-
tion and interior deco took more than 30 years (1862-96) to 
complete. 

On our way to the next landmark we passed the “Golden 
Gate”. This fortified wall, defining the limits of the city and 
serving as a protective barrier from invaders in the centuries 
past, dates back to 1037, the reign of Prince Yaroslav the 
Wise. The place was restored to its present condition in 1983, 
and it now serves as the Golden Gate historical museum. 

We were then led to the City Park with a wonderful view 
across the Dnepr river, Europe’s third longest water way. This 
park is the home of several memorial statues most of them 
from the events of the Second World War. This park is a favor-
able scenario for “Honeymooners” who come here with their 
families and wonderfully dressed brides.  

Group of CICINDers at the Saturday Excursion  

One of KIEV’s major landmarks: “The Golden Gate”  Church of St. Volodymyr  

Under restoration for a new Hotel:  
Historical House with copper roof  
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 We had our lunch in the Restaurant Tsar Village. It is located 
at the very heart of Kiev City –only a stone’s throw away from 
the Lavra Monastery. The ancient Ukrainian cuisine recipes 
and delicate aromas in the atmosphere of the true tsar village 
were a nice venue for the midday stop. The restaurant resem-
bles the interior of a 17th century Ukrainian village with the 
use of authentic antiques of that period. 

The highlight of the Excursion was the visit to the Kiev Mon-
astery of the Caves in the afternoon. This is a historic Ortho-
dox Christian monastery which gave its name to one of the city 
districts where it is located in Kiev. 

Since its foundation as the cave monastery in 1051 the Lavra 
has been a center of the Eastern Orthodox Christianity in 
Europe. Together with the Saint Sophia Cathedral, it is in-
scribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The monastery 
complex is considered a separate national historic-cultural 
preserve, the national status to which it was granted on March 
13, 1996. The Lavra is also not only located in another part of 
the city, but is part of a different national sanctuary than Saint 
Sophia Cathedral. While being a cultural attraction, the monas-
tery is currently active. It was named one of the Seven Won-
ders of Ukraine, based on voting by experts and the internet 
community. 

Concentrated Listening to the guide  
in the Pechersk Lavra Monastery  

Opera in Kiev, in walking distance from the Hotel  
(for Gary Eastman)  

Wedding carriage  
(many of similar could be seen at that weekend)  

Lunch in the Restaurant PERVAK  

St. Sophia Cathedral  

Golden Domes of Mykhailivskyy Cathedral  
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Orthodox believers queuing for the entrance  
into the Monastery’s church 

Chapel in the Pechersk Lavra Monastery 

The Bell Tower in the Pechersk Lavra Monastery 

War Memorial decorated with red carnations Who tells him that WW2 is over? 

Memorial of the victory over Nazi-Germany The „Ukrainian Guitar“  



Lifting made easy!

B cker" is"your"expert" concerning" lifting"equipment" for" industrial" chimneys."Our

"product"range"varies"from"reliable"and"efficient"r ack"and"pinion"hoists"for"transport

of"material"and"personnel"during"construction"to"po werful"industrial"lifts"providing

safe"access"to"maintenance"and"repair"spots."B cker "offers"all"lifting"solutions"from

one"source"including"tailor-made"project"planning.

SERVICE-Lift
! industrial"lift"for"permanent

"installation"on"chimneys

! safe"access"to"repair"and""

maintenance"works

! maximum"lifting"height"300"m"

(higher"upon"request)

! maximum"lifting"capacity"2,000"kg

! various"cabin"sizes"(3"±24"persons)

! tailor-made"planning"of"each""project

GIANT-Lift
! rack"and"pinion"hoist"for"construction

of"chimneys

! safe"and"efficient"transport"of

"personnel"and"material

! particularly"suitable"for"concrete

"formwork

! maximum"lifting"height"300"m"

(higher"upon"request)

! maximum"lifting"capacity"3,200"kg

! large"cabins"for"up"to"28"persons

! precise"adaption"to"structural"shape"

of"chimney
For further information, please 

visit our website 

www.boecker-group.com

B"cker Maschinenwerke GmbH ´"Lippestraûe"69"´"D-59368"Werne"´"Fon"+49 (0)"23"89/79"89-0"´"Fax"+49 (0)"23"89/79"89-9000"´"Mail"info@boecker-group.com
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This Member has sponsored  
the KIEV Conference 2012  

SPETSIVOTMONTAZH  

Flag of Ukraine Flag of Kiev St. Michael‘s Monastery  
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Mykola Riabchuk 

Mykola Riabchuk is a Sen-
ior Research Fellow at the 
Ukrainian Center for Cul-
tural Studies and a guest 
lecturer at a number of 
Ukrainian and international 
universities. He penned 
seven books on civil  
society, state/nation build-

ing, nationalism, and post-communist transition in 
Eastern Europe. Some of them were translated into 
Polish, French, German and English (Authoritarian 
Consolidation in Ukraine, 2012). 

Back in the 1980s, there was a big rush in Kyiv as the Soviets 
decided to celebrate the 1500 years of the city. There are no 
written sources, however, that confirm its 5th century origin. 
The legend says that the city was founded by three brothers – 
Kyi, Shchek and Khoyv, and their sister Lybid, and named 
Kyiv (i.e. Kyi’s [city]) after the oldest brother whose name, 
remarkably, has no clear meaning in Russian, while in Ukrain-
ian (and Polish) means a cane, or a staff (a long stick). The 
oldest chronicles date it age from the year 860, when the city 
was founded reportedly by the Norsemen, on the trading route 
from Scandinavia to Byzantium, and ruled eventually by the 
Varangian Rurikid dynasty. 

Certainly, there were some settlements at the bank of the 
Dniper river since the 5th century or even before, but this is 
generally not considered a sufficient argument to date the city. 
The dubious jubilee was invented by the Soviet historians or, 
rather, Communist party ideologists to overshadow the Chris-
tian celebration, in 1988, of 1000 years of Baptism of Kyiv 
and Kyivan Rus. There might have been also some other con-
siderations for the invention of the tradition – like a nationalis-
tic desire to expand Russian history back even further, into the 
times immemorial, as well as to undermine the alien origin of 
the Rus state and the royal dynasty that made Russian national-
ists feel inferior. 

The invented jubilee resulted in some investments and renova-
tions but also in an ugly gentrification of the Golden Gate – the 
oldest architectural object of the ancient Kyiv was transformed 
into a Disneyland-style sarcophagus with the Golden Gate 
remnants buried inside. Besides the Golden Gate, there are just 
a few objects from the medieval Kyiv that survived the 1240 
Mongol-Tatar invasion when the wooden city was completely 
burned. Until that time, Kyiv and most of today’s Ukraine had 
been developing under a strong Polish and, more generally, 
Western influence observable not only in architecture (the 
“Ukrainian baroque” of the Laura monastery) but also in mul-

History of Kiev: In Search for a New Identity 

tiple legacies of various legal, administrative, educational, and 
ecclesiastic institutions profoundly different from those of the 
neighboring Muscovy. Even today, at the micro-level, the 
social behavior of Ukrainians bear some historical imprints of 
the Magdeburg law, local self-rule, and non-etatized Orthodox 
church. The Ukrainian language, despite two centuries of Rus-
sification, still is much closer lexically to Polish and even Slo-
vak than to Russian. 

Throughout the 19th century, as the Polish influence in the 
Right-Bank Ukraine declined, the Russian presence and domi-
nance dramatically increased. The city of Kyiv that spoke till 
the 19th century three major languages – Polish, Ukrainian, and 
Yiddish, became mostly Russian speaking. A rapid urbaniza-
tion facilitated the rapid Russification and vice versa. By the 
end of the 19th century, Kyiv became a major industrial and 
administrative center, with the population of 250,000 people. 
In architectural terms, it was a typical imperial city, even 
though the vestiges of Ukrainian baroque, new trends of the 
European modernism (primarily art nouveau) and peculiar 

The Golden Gate a century ago and today 
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hilly landscapes with many greens made the city really unique 
– as one can notice even today in many areas, despite the 
heavy demolitions of the Second World War and recent ex-
travagancies of the Wild Capitalism. 

By the end of the 19th century, the city became the site and the 
object of rivalry between the two nationalisms – the dominant 
Russian and the repressed and marginalized but still resilient 
Ukrainian. The 1917 revolution meant a powerful drive for the 
both social and national emancipation. By 1921, the short-
lived independent Ukrainian National Republic fell down in 
the hands of Bolsheviks who were compelled, however, to 
make some concessions to Ukrainians in terms of more 
friendly cultural policy – at least until the advance of Stalinism 
in the 1930s. The capital of the Soviet Ukraine had been ini-
tially established in Khrakiv where the Bolsheviks enjoyed a 
higher support, and moved to Kyiv only in 1934. This might 
be the reason for a relative scarcity of constructivist buildings 
in Kyiv abound in Kharkiv. The major construction projects of 
the Soviet authorities were launched in Kyiv mostly in the 
1930s, when the constructivism was replaced by the official – 
and very awkward – Stalinist “Classicism” (dubbed sarcasti-
cally “Repraissance”), while a great number of talented archi-
tects and, more generally, people of art perished. 

All the gloomy Stalinist buildings represent “a generic expres-
sion of power lacking any evidence of human presence” (as 
Lawrence Vale aptly put it). The government buildings in par-

ticular clearly demonstrate the totalitarian power through 
“aesthetic exaggeration”. The only exception from the rule 
might be the Supreme Council (Soviet Ukrainian parliament) 
erected in 1939 – a white-stone two-store building of reason-
able proportions, with a light glass cupola, still echoing the 
constructivist style. In a way, this reflected a merely decorative 
role the parliaments and other “elected” bodies played under 
the Soviets. They were designed not to induce terror but, 
rather, to support a show-window view of the Soviet 
“democracy” and, as Vale suggests, “to mask the severe abuses 
of power”. 

Pechersk Lavra seen from Dniper 

The first trams in the Khreshchatyk street 
in the early 20th century  
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The WWII interrupted the process of transformation of Kyiv 
into the communist city but, after the liberation, it was re-
sumed even on greater scale. In particular, Khreshchatyk, the 
central street, that was exploded by the Soviets in retreat in 
1941, was completely rebuilt after the war in an exemplary 
Stalinist style. Luckily yet, the megalomaniac project of con-
struction of a huge square with the government buildings in the 
oldest part of the city was not resumed, and this might be the 

only reason that the 11th century St. Sophia cathedral survived 
(now on the UNESCO list) – unlike the St. Michael cathedral 
on the opposite side of the envisioned square (reconstructed 
from scratch in the late 1990s). The neighboring  Stalinist 
building occupied today by the Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs provides the idea of how the entire square had to look 
at the end.  

St. Michael Catherdral  

The central post office at the corner of Khreshchatyk and 
today's Maydan Nezalezhnosti  

The Teachers' House where the first Ukrainian parliament 
was located in 1917-1918  

The headquarter of the Soviet south-western military district 
command (now President’s office)  

Council of Ministers (originally completely black)  

City council in the Khreshchatyk street  
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The national independence gained by Ukraine 1991 made Kyiv 
the real capital of a large, nearly 50-million country, with a 
significant economic, geopolitical, and cultural potential. 
Ukraine’s postcommunist transition included not only democ-
ratization of the political system and market-oriented eco-
nomic reforms, but also state-building and nation-building – 
something that Ukraine’s western neighbours were spared of.  

The postcommunist urban landscape, specifically in the capital 
city, proves to be one of important sites where the undergoing 
dramatic changes in power and identity are reflected. In turn, it 
proves to be also an important tool employed by different po-
litical and economic forces to assert their power, to inform 
new identities, and to enhance social control over the popu-
lace. The net result of these changes can be interpreted as a 
complex interaction among four major players, none of which 
is itself uniform and integrate. Two of them – the dominant 
political and economic forces – can be seen as more active and 
assertive. Typically, in symbolic representations perfectly 
visible in the Kyiv central square (Maidan Nezalezhnosti), the 
ruling elite tries to (mis)represent its personal/corporate 
agenda as all-national and to etatize / nationalize the popula-
tion in a way that reinforces the existing power structures. The 
entrepreneurial class tries primarily to maximize profit that is, 
in the case of urban planning, to “invert the narrative of the 
modern city into a fictive nexus, an image that a wide swathe 
of the population can buy, a dreamscape of visual consump-

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, originally the headquarter of the Communist Party of Ukraine  

tion” (Sharon Zukin). Besides the bold advance of a consumer-
ist “fantasy architecture”, the oligarchic capitalism in Kyiv is 
noticeable also in an unscrupulous takeover of public space 
and a complete neglect of the public interest in a “laissez-
faire” construction policy. 

Two other factors that determine development and functioning 
of the urban space are the particular heritage of the city and the 
population at large. The heritage broadly understood as both 
physical landscape and built environment, alongside with ac-
companying historical narratives and symbolic allusions, cre-
ates the interpretative context and establishes certain constrains 
on manipulative activities of political and economic agents. 
And population, with its “vernacular way of life”, appears to 
be not just a passive recipient of ideological messages and 
consumer images but also an active participant in communica-
tion processes, a powerful (re)interpreter of symbolic represen-
tations. 

While the first two factors – political and economic powers – 
tend to impose authoritarian dominance over society, and the 
third factor – the heritage – remains rather ambivalent in these 
terms, it only the forth factor – people at large – who can alter, 
subvert, discharge authoritarian messages in symbolic repre-
sentations by reinterpreting them and mediating new mean-
ings. 

Mykola Riabchuk  


